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  MEETING OF SWANTON MORLEY PARISH COUNCIL  

MEETING MINUTES 

Monday 10th November 2025 AT 7.30PM 

SWANTON MORLEY VILLAGE HALL 

Councillors Present: Mr R Atterwill (Chair), Mrs B O’Dowd (Vice Chair), Mr J. Venworth and Mr J. 
Phillips 

Also in attendance: Kelly Pickard (Clerk) and three members of the public 

Matters Raised Under Time Allocated to the Public 

A member of the public raised a concern with the speed along Greengate. His vehicle has been hit several 
times outside his property along with a neighbour’s vehicle. One of the incidents had it written off.  

There have been incidents where the speeding vehicle has visibly been under the influence of alcohol, 
the police have been called, and the accidents have been logged. 

Councillor Atterwill responded at that location the visibility needs improving and illuminating better. The 
Clerk will obtain a quotation for an additional streetlight. 

The Clerk suggested contacting the Highway Engineer to request a safety audit of that location and 
further Speedwatch sessions will be scheduled in. 

The Clerk will also contact the local Beat Manager for advice. 

Another member of the public raised a concern of HGV vehicles travelling through the narrow back roads.  

It was suggested that the Clerk contact the Highway Engineer to install further HGV signage. 

The Parish Council will also contact the HGV companies to understand their licence conditions. 

The member of the public also reported a concern for livestock during firework night. 

Councillor Atterwill suggested contacting Environmental health at Breckland Council. 

A member of the public is also concerned about drinking and drug use and then driving vehicles 

County Councillor report: 
No County Councillor in attendance but a report was provided – this is available on the website 
 
District Council report 
District Councillor Atterwill reported that the Local Plan Regulation 18 consultation is now live until 
Monday 15th December. 
There are several consultation events, and the Clerk will circulate the information 
The Parish Council will formulate a response at the December meeting. 

The Meeting Went into Session 
 
1. To Accept Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor Turner, Councillor Gauntlett, Councillor Walker-Fraser, 
Councillor Powter and Councillor Rodrigues 
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2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 
None were received 

3. Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 13th October 2025 to be accepted, initialled, and 
signed. 

Councillor Venworth proposed that the minutes are accepted seconded by Councillor O’Dowd and carried.  

Councillor Atterwill abstained due to absence 

4. Matters arising from Minutes of 13th October 2025 (For Exchange of Information Only) 

None were raised 

5. Finance 
a. Accounts to approve for payment 

 
 

Payee – November 2025 Detail Payment 
type 

Total 
Amount 
Payable 

Of Which 
VAT 
Reclaimable 

Staff remuneration PAYE Month 7 Bacs £3876.44  

S2 Computers IT Support Direct debit £170.28  £28.38 

Stocksigns Signs for Gooseberry Hill  BACS £125.41 £20.90 

CMR Fencing Village Green posts BACS £275.00  

Royal British Legion Donation BACS £100.00  

MP Dennis Additional Village cuts BACS £378.00 £63.00 

Mole Valley Allotment supplies BACS £62.18  

Gallagher Parish Council Insurance BACS £3966.76  

WAVE Allotment water BACS £891.25 £140.11 

 TOTAL  £9845.32 £252.39 

Councillor O’Dowd proposed that the payments are made seconded by Councillor Venworth and carried 
 

b. Income to be reported 

 

Income Received – October 2025 Details Amount 

Swanton Morley FC Manns Lane pitch fee £500.00 

Norfolk County Council Delegated grass cutting £3576.30 

Swanton Morley Village Hall Grass cutting £297.50 

 Total £4373.80 
 
c. To consider items for the 2026/2027 budget 
The Clerk reported that the 2026/2027 budget is currently being drafted for consideration and requested 
any items that Councillors may suggest is included. 
Councillor Atterwill suggested a budget for the bus shelter. 
The Clerk will include a figure for parish councillors email addresses. 

6. Land and Planning 
a. To consider responses to Breckland District Council for any planning applications: 

None received  

b. To Receive Report on Planning Decisions by Breckland District Council 

None received  

 



Financial Year 2025/2026   
 

Page 3 of 5 

c. To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan review  

Councillor Atterwill reported that on 10th November all of the regulation 16 documents have been submitted 
to Breckland Council. 

The Parish Council is now waiting to hear from them concerning the public consultation. 

d. To consider and respond to Breckland Council’s Regulation 18 Local Plan Consultation 

Councillor Atterwill reported that no land has been put forward in Swanton Morley for development. 

There has been a separate policy put in place for Robertson Barracks, it suggests that Breckland Council 
will look proactively at any future planning applications. 

No additional land has been included as Swanton Morley have the piece of land opposite the school 
included in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

They have included three additional designated green space which was the allotment, football pitches and 
the Manns Lane field. 

e. To receive an update on the transfer of land for Swanton Vale 

The Contractors are levelling up the banks at the front of the site, the landscape replacement will take 
place in November, the vandalised swing is now replaced but a further swing now needs replacing. 
Councillor Venworth asked the Clerk to chase up the rubber surfacing work in the play area. 

Once this work is complete the transfer of land can be carried out. 

Councillor Atterwill also reported that the landowner has now coppiced all of the trees adjacent to Swanton 
Vale. 

7. To Consider Matters for Attention for the Following Parish Assets: 

a. Churchyard at All Saints’ Church 

The Churchyard is in good repair however there are reports of moles again. 

Councillor Atterwill reported that he had received correspondence concerning the placing of ashes in the 
Churchyard. 

Councillor Atterwill has given the resident the contact information for All Saints Church. 

b. Swanton Morley Burial Ground 

The canopy in the Burial ground needs to be addressed, the Clerk will speak to a contractor for a quote to 
carry this out. 

The beech heads have now been cut. 

c. Swanton Morley Allotments 

The Clerk reported that there are still two full plots available. 

One of the new tenants has been and cleared an overgrown vacant plot and some of the communal areas. 

The Clerk reported that a water bill has been received for the last quarter for £891.25. This is a significant 
difference to previous bills.  

It was reported that there were livestock on the adjacent field and the farmer used the water supply. The 
Clerk is corresponding with the landowner to resolve the issue however the bill remains outstanding in the 
meantime. 

Councillor Atterwill proposed that the water bill is paid in principle seconded by Councillor O’Dowd and 
carried. 

Councillor Venworth reported that he is meeting with a representative from Norfolk County Council to view 
the tree nursery as part of the project. 

d. Swanton Morley Open Spaces (Gooseberry Hill, Village Green and Davidson Park 

Councillor Venworth had sent his reports ahead of the meeting for consideration. 

The signs for Gooseberry Hill have now arrived, the Parish Council will need to order two galvanised 8ft 
posts. 

These can be installed once the tree trimming has completed. 
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Councillor Venworth would like his thanks placed on record to Mr Milne and Mr Le Neve for their work on 
the basketball hoop at the Village Hall. 

Councillor Atterwill reported that due to unforeseen circumstances there will only be one Christmas tree in 
the village this year, this will be positioned next to the flag pole and will be installed the w/c 24/11/2025. 

i) To receive a quotation for the outstanding work for Gooseberry Hill 

The Clerk has received the quotation from the contractor for all outstanding remedial work at Gooseberry 
Hill. This is for £1647.26 + VAT. This figure was allowed for in the budget. 

Councillor Atterwill proposed that the quote is accepted seconded by Councillor O’Dowd and carried. 

ii) To receive an update on the grounds work on Davidson Park 

Councillor Venworth reported that the remedial work is now complete on Davidson Park. With thanks to 
JMS Contractors. 

The Contractor had been appointed to carry out the topsoil and grass seed work; this is now complete. 

On behalf of the Parish Council Councillor Venworth wanted place on record our thanks to Mrs Brock from 
Davidson Park, who has been monitoring the sink hole and its repair for many months. 

The Parish Council are always grateful to members of the public for bringing matter to our attention. 

The Clerk will also write to JMS Contractors to thank them for their work. 

e. Common Lands 

Councillor Atterwill reported that the cattle is now off of Mill Common. 

Councillor Venworth has finished working on the boardwalks and noticeboard at Burgh Common 

f. Streetlights 

There are a number of streetlights that require replacement numbering. The Clerk will order these. 

g. Village paths (Rights of Way) 

Councillor Atterwill reported that on C site there is galvanised wire that needs to be removed as it is a trip 
hazard. The Clerk will contact the landowner. 

The Clerk reported that there is no further update concerning the access track to walk 10 but will obtain 
one for the next meeting. 

h. Noticeboards 

All noticeboards are up to date. 

The Clerk has contacted the ‘Shed’ who are happy to restore the burial ground noticeboard 

8. Highways 

a. To receive reports of Highways faults / matters for attention 

There are a number of roads and footpaths that need sweeping. The Clerk will send the maps to Councillor 
Atterwill to send on to Breckland Council. 

The Clerk has been circulating a request for Councillors to assist with a village inspection and to report all 
defects. 

b. To receive an update on the Community Speedwatch 

Further dates have been scheduled in to carry out sessions before Christmas. 

The next location will be Greengate 

c. To discuss a Swanton Morley Community Neighbourhood watch 

There have been no further issues reported 

i. To receive a report following the Clerk’s meeting with the Local Beat Manager 

The Clerk reported that a meeting had taken place with a member of the Neighbourhood Watch and the 
Local Beat Manager from Norfolk Constabulary. 

Issues discussed were antisocial behaviour, speeding and parking issues outside the school. 
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Norfolk Constabulary have confirmed that they will carry out additional spot checks in the village at the 
locations discussed. 

d. To receive an update on the installation of a bus shelter  

The Clerk had circulated an email to councillors confirming success of the funding. 

This is at a cost of £1035.80 to the Parish Council. 

Once the funding is received the Parish Council can formally appoint the contractor 

Councillor Atterwill asked the Clerk to confirm that the location of the bus shelter will not compromise the 
visibility of the junction. 

9. To receive an update on the defibrillator on Robertson Barracks 

There has previously been communication from Annington Homes for the installation of a defibrillator on 
the phone box on Robertson Barracks. 

There is now ‘defibrillator’ sticks on the top of the phone box but communication has stopped so the Clerk 
has been chasing this up to find out if it is still the intention of Annington Homes to sign over responsibility 
to the Parish Council. 

10. Correspondence (For Exchange of Information Only)  
The Clerk reported that an email had been received from a parishioner concerning the speeding and SAM2 
statistics on Greengate. The parishioner would also like to know if the village could be considered for speed 
reduction measures. 
These issues have been raised with Norfolk County Council Highways and Norfolk Constabulary and the 
response will be sent to the resident. 
  

Meeting to Be Suspended for Further Time Allocated to the Public 

11. Any item to be reported for the next agenda 

Speeding & Highway update on Greengate 

Parish Council response to the Regulation 18 Local Plan consultation 

Bus Shelter funding 

12. To Confirm the Date & Time of the next meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Monday 8th 
December 2025 at 7.30pm 

All agreed 
 
 
Approved by _________________________________ 
 
 
Signed _______________________________________ 
 
 
Date _____________________ 


