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  MEETING OF SWANTON MORLEY PARISH COUNCIL  

MEETING MINUTES 

Monday 11th May 2026 AT 7.30PM 

SWANTON MORLEY VILLAGE HALL 

Councillors Present: Mr R Atterwill (Chair), Mrs B O’Dowd (Vice Chair), Mr J. Venworth and Mr J. 
Phillips, Mr S. Gauntlett, Mr J. Rodrigues and Mr B. Powter 

Also in attendance: Kelly Pickard (Clerk) and 1 member of the public 

Matters Raised Under Time Allocated to the Public 

Nothing was raised 

County Councillor report: 
No County Councillor report due to the elections 
 
District Council report 
 
District Councillor Atterwill reported that Breckland Council are working on the Local Government 
reorganisation. 
It was reported that the new County Councillor is Mr Tom Dickerson. 
 
A letter of thanks has been received from Mr Bill Borrett, Councillor Atterwill requested that a letter of 
thanks is sent to Mr Borrett. 

The Meeting Went into Session 
 
1. To Elect a Parish Council Chairman for the forthcoming year 

 
Councillor Gauntlett proposed that Councillor Atterwill is elect as the Parish Council Chairman seconded 
by Councillor Venworth and carried 
 
2. To Accept Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor Turner accepted by Council 

3. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Atterwill declared a personal interest in item 9a and a pecuniary interest in item 9b. 

Councillor Powter declared an interest in item 12c. 

4. Election of Vice Chairman 

Councillor Atterwill proposed that Councillor O’Dowd is elect as Vice Chairman seconded by Councillor 
Gauntlett and carried 
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5. Appointment of Council Representatives and Councillors with Special Responsibilities: 

a.  Member to represent the council on the Barrett’s Charity Committee 

Councillor Rodrigues 

b. Member to be responsible for the Churchyard and Burial Ground 

Councillor Phillips and Councillor Atterwill 

c. Member to be responsible for Common Lands 

Councillor Atterwill 

d. Member to be responsible for Open Spaces and Recreation Grounds 

Councillor Venworth 

e. Member to be responsible for Village Pathways  

Councillor Powter 

f. Member to be responsible for Allotments 

Councillor Turner 

g. Members to form the Personnel Working Group 

Councillor Atterwill, Councillor O’Dowd and Councillor Rodrigues 

h. Members to form the Finance and Governance Working Group 

Councillor Atterwill, Councillor O’Dowd and Councillor Rodrigues 

i. Member to be responsible for the Community Speedwatch Scheme 

Councillor Turner 

j. Member(s) to be responsible for the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme 

Councillor Gauntlett 

k. Member to be responsible for the SAM2 signs 

Councillor Powter 

l. Member to be responsible for Streetlights 

Councillor Venworth 

m. Member to be responsible for Noticeboards 

Councillor Gauntlett 

n. Members to carry out Internal Control checks 

Councillor Rodrigues and Councillor Gauntlett 

Councillor Venworth proposed the above responsibilities seconded by Councillor Rodrigues and carried 

6. To report a Councillor Vacancy 

Following the resignation of Councillor Walker-Fraser the Clerk has notified Breckland Council of the 
vacancy and the first notice has been published 

7. Minutes from the Parish Council Meeting of 13th April 2026 to be accepted, initialled, and signed. 

Councillor Venworth proposed that the minutes are accepted as an accurate record of the meeting 
seconded by Councillor O’Dowd and carried 

8. Matters arising from Minutes of 13th April 2026 (For Exchange of Information Only) 

Non raised 
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9. Finance 
a. Accounts to approve for payment 

 

Payee Detail Payment 
type 

Total 
Amount 
Payable 

Of Which 
VAT 
Reclaimable 

Staff remuneration PAYE Month 1 Bacs £3880.81  

S2 Computers IT Support Direct debit £389.79  £77.96 

BT Telephone Broadband Direct debit £195.97  

Npower Streetlight electricity Direct debit £245.94  

Robin Goreham Internal Audit BACS £85.00  

Lee Webster 
Supply wood for bench 
repair 

BACS 
£52.80  

Walpole Mowing Grasscutting BACS £1062.22  

 TOTAL  £4850.31 £77.96 
 
Councillor Venworth proposed that the payments are made seconded by Councillor Rodrigues and carried 

b. Accounts to approve for payment for members with a pecuniary interest 

Councillor Atterwill left the room and Councillor O’Dowd took the chair 

 

Payee Detail Payment type Total Amount 
Payable 

Chairman 50% Chairmans Allowance 2025/2026 Bacs £329.23 

   £329.23 

Councillor Powter proposed that the payment is made seconded by Councillor Rodrigues and carried 

Councillor Atterwill re-entered the room and resumed the chair 

c. Income to be reported 

 

Income Received – April 2026 Details Amount 

Swanton Morley Village Hall Grasscutting £297.50 

Allotments Tenancy £50.00 

Breckland Council 50% Precept £56,506.00 

 Total £56,853.50 

 

10. Annual Accounts 

a. To consider the Internal Audit report and consider any actions necessary 

The Clerk had circulated the report ahead of the meeting for consideration. No recommendations were 
provided by the Internal Auditor. 

Councillor Atterwill wanted his thanks placed on record to the Clerk  

b. To agree the Annual Statement of Governance  

Councillor Atterwill read each statement in the meeting for approval. 

Councillor Rodrigues proposed that the Annual Statement of Governance is approved and signed 
seconded by Councillor O’Dowd and carried 

Councillor Atterwill and the Clerk signed the Annual Statement of Governance 
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c. To agree the 2025/2026 Parish Council Accounts 

Councillor Rodrigues proposed that the 2025/2026 Parish Council accounts are accepted and signed 
seconded by Councillor Gauntlett and carried 

Councillor Atterwill signed the document. 

d. To set the period of 30 days for the ‘Exercise of Public Rights’ 

Councillor O’Dowd proposed that the period for the public to exercise their public rights is set from Monday 
21st June 2026 until Friday 30th July seconded by Councillor Rodrigues and carried 

11. Land and Planning 
a. To consider responses to Breckland District Council for any planning applications: 

PL/2026/0600/HOU - 6 Lombardi Mews - Single-storey side extension and installation of air source heat 
pump 

Councillor Venworth proposed that the Parish Council respond with no objections seconded by Councillor 
O’Dowd and carried 

PL/2026/0625/HOU - 38 Greengate - Demolition of Conservatory and Erection of Single Storey Flat Roof 
Extension to Rear 

Councillor Rodrigues proposed that the Parish Council respond with no objections seconded by Councillor 
O’Dowd and carried 

b. To Receive Report on Planning Decisions by Breckland District Council 

None received  

c. To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan review and agree any actions necessary 

The Clerk has circulated one CV for an independent examiner received from Breckland Council and has 
requested any further for consideration at the meeting.  

No further CV’s were received. 

Councillor Venworth proposed that the Council appoint the suggested Examiner seconded by Councillor 
O’Dowd and carried 

d. To receive a report on the transfer of land from Breckland Council 

The Clerk reported that the Lan Park has been sent to the solicitor and is now awaiting an update 

 
e. To receive an update on the transfer of land for Swanton Vale  

The Clerk reported that this is with the Solicitor and the Clerk is awaiting an update. 

Councillor Venworth has confirmed that the new swing seat is now in place. 

12. To Consider Matters for Attention for the Following Parish Assets: 

a. Churchyard at All Saints’ Church 

Councillor Atterwill reported that he is meeting a contractor on site to obtain a quote for replacement fence 
posts. 

A working party will be required in the churchyard. 

i) To receive an update on the burial records 

The Clerk reported that the records have been requested to be able to upload them onto the cemetery 
software 

ii) To receive an update concerning the ramp 

The Clerk has engaged with the Landowner concerning the transfer of ownership and is awaiting an 
update. 

b. Swanton Morley Burial Ground 

Councillor Atterwill provided some photos of areas of the Burial Ground that require attention. 

i) To receive an update on the Scribe software for the burial records 
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The Clerk reported that the licence and the software have been received and work has begun to plan the 
map for the burial ground. 

c. Swanton Morley Allotments 

The Clerk reported that all plots have now been filled. The Clerk and Councillor Turner are going to carry 
out an inspection later in the week 

The water pipes on site have been repaired 

d. Swanton Morley Open Spaces (Gooseberry Hill, Village Green and Davidson Park) 

Councillor Venworth had provided his reports ahead of the meeting. 

It was noted that the sign for the outdoor gym needs to be replaced. 

Councillor O’Dowd proposed that the sign is replaced at a cost of £192 + Vat second by Councillor Powter 
and carried 

The Clerk is awaiting the date for the RoSPA to be carried out 

i) To consider a quotation from NGF Play for the surfacing work at Gooseberry Hill 

A quotation had been received for replacement surfacing under the roundabout and at the foot of the slide 
at a cost of £6988.92 + VAT. 

It was agreed to defer this item until the RoSPA inspection has been carried out. 

e. Common Lands 

Councillor Atterwill reported that he had inspected the common lands and would suggest that the 
boardwalks on Burgh Common are strimmed middle to the end of May as they are overgrown. 

The Clerk is to contact the farmer concerning the invoice for the fencing on Mill Common. 

f. Streetlights 

Councillor Venworth had circulated his report ahead of the meeting. 

Councillor Atterwill is to provide the Clerk with the map of all streetlights in the Village 

g. Village paths (Rights of Way) 

Nothing to report 

The Clerk is awaiting an update from the landowner concerning the access track to path 10. 

h. Noticeboards  

Councillor Gauntlett reported that all noticeboards are up to date. 

13. Highways 

a. To receive reports of Highways faults / matters for attention 

Further potholes have been reported. 

b. To receive an update on the Community Speedwatch 

The Clerk had circulated some dates but there has not been enough volunteers so the Clerk will circulate 
some more. 

A new volunteer is awaiting their first session. 

c. To discuss a Swanton Morley Community Neighbourhood watch 

Councillor Gauntlett is meeting with the Street Warden to go through any updates. 

The Street Wardens have not confirmed exact days due to their operational schedule. 

Councillor Atterwill reported that there had been a budget error concerning the cost of the Street Warden 
service. The figure allocated in the budget is only half the cost due to the need for two wardens following 
health and safety guidelines. 

As this was not relayed at the time that the sum was sent to Councillor Atterwill, Breckland Council are 
making up the difference in the cost. 
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14. Correspondence (For Exchange of Information Only)  
 
The Clerk reported that correspondence had been received from Breckland Council concerning Swanton 
Morley being listed as a rest centre. The request is that the Village hall would only be used in an emergency 
in the local area and be for those persons in the local area that may need temporary accommodation. Rest 
centres tend to only open between 24 – 36 hours and would be fully managed by staff from the District 
Council. 
 
Councillor Atterwill proposed that the Village Hall can be listed as a ‘rest centre’ seconded by Councillor 
Venworth and carried 
 
Councillor Atterwill reported that an email had been received from a resident thanking the Chairman and 
the Clerk for the Parish Council annual report, it was very informative and covers what parishioners care 
about and sending thanks for the time and work that goes in from the Councillors, it is appreciated. 
 
Councillor Atterwill also reported that a further Freedom of Information request had been received and Full 
Council requested that Councillor Atterwill is to respond to it. 
 

Meeting to Be Suspended for Further Time Allocated to the Public 

A member of the public reported that the lights were on at the Angel. 

The Clerk responded that an email had been sent to the owners. 

There is a board outside for the agents to contact if necessary. 

Councillor Venworth wanted his thanks placed on record to Mr Marsham for collecting the vegetation 
from Gooseberry Hill and the Village hall. 

The member of the public also asked if there were any further update concerning Robertson Barracks. 
Councillor Atterwill responded that no further updates have been provided. 

The member of the public asked is there will be a bus stop on the new development next to Lincoln 
Close. Councillor Atterwill responded that he had planning permission but he doesn’t think a bus stop 
was included due to the location between two bends. 

Councillor Venworth reported that he made arrangements with the camp to take a member of the public 
to the control tower on the barracks and noted a rare building on the camp is still in situ. Councillor 
Venworth wanted to know if this could be listed. 

The Clerk responded that the application would need to go through Historic England. 

15. Any item to be reported for the next agenda 
 
Transfer of land for Breckland Council  
Transfer of land for Swanton Vale 
Update on the RoSPA inspection 
Financial Regulations 

16. To Confirm the Date & Time of the Annual meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Monday 
8th June 2026 at 7.30pm 

All agreed 

Councillor Atterwill gave his apologies as he will be on annual leave. 
 
Approved by _________________________________ 
 
 
Signed _______________________________________ 
 
 
Date _____________________ 


