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  MEETING OF SWANTON MORLEY PARISH COUNCIL  

MEETING MINUTES 

Monday 8th JUNE 2026 AT 7.30PM 

SWANTON MORLEY VILLAGE HALL 

Councillors Present: Mrs B O’Dowd (Vice Chair), Mr J. Venworth and Mr J. Phillips, Mr S. Gauntlett, 
Mr D. Turner and Mr B. Powter 

Also in attendance: Kelly Pickard (Clerk), 1 member of the public and County Councillor T Dickerson 

Matters Raised Under Time Allocated to the Public 

The member of the public asked Mr Dickerson with reference to Robertson Barracks, what his thoughts 
were on solar panels on the airfield? He felt that the site would be better suited to solar panels instead 
of houses. 

Mr Dickerson responded that he is not a big fan of solar panels on green space, they are better suited to 
houses or buildings. 

The member of the public said that he doesn’t feel the village would cope with 2000 houses and that 
having solar panels on the site would be the short answer. 

Mr Dickerson reported that when he got to County Hall he was also appointed cabinet member for 
Highways, and in his capacity, he agrees that the Village does not have the infrastructure. 

Mr Dickerson has said he would fight the case of lack of infrastructure but asked what the Parish Council 
thoughts are? 

The Clerk responded that at this stage there has been meetings with Defence Infrastructure Organisation, 
Breckland Council, Swanton Morley Parish Council and Hoe and Worthing Parish meeting concerning the 
site. There has been tentative ideas and plans presented but there is still a lot of work to do concerning 
the road network and the infrastructure. No further meeting has taken place as the assessments are still 
ongoing. 

County Councillor report: 
County Councillor Dickerson introduced himself as the new County Councillor – Swanton Morley is the 
largest village under his responsibility, and he is hoping to attend most of the Parish Council meetings. 
A monthly report will be provided on topics from County Hall and if there is any specific to the village 
then this will be included. 
Mr Dickeson stated that they have no plans to cut front line services as a Council. They are looking at 
spending cuts and buying better. 
 
Councillor Venworth asked if they are getting cooperation at County Hall. 
Mr Dickeson responded that there are members that are keen to work with them. He feels that there is 
a real element of uncertainty but they are working on this. 
 
 
District Council report 
No report received 
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The Meeting Went into Session 
 
1. To Accept Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor Atterwill and Councillor Rodrigues accepted by Council 

2. To Receive Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Powter and Councillor Turner declared an interest in item 8c. 

Councillor Venworth declared an interest in item 6b 

3. Minutes from the Annual meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th May 2026 to be accepted, 
initialled, and signed. 

Councillor Gauntlett proposed that the minutes are accepted seconded by Councillor Venworth and carried. 

Councillor Turner and Councillor Phillips abstained. 

4. Matters arising from Minutes of 11th May 2026 (For Exchange of Information Only) 

Non raised 

5. To receive an update on the Parish Councillor vacancy 

The Clerk reported that Breckland Council have confirmed the period for an election is concluded and the 
Parish Council are able to co-opt to fill the position 

6. Finance 
a. Accounts to approve for payment 

 

Payee – June 2026 Detail Payment 
type 

Total 
Amount 
Payable 

Of Which 
VAT 
Reclaimable 

Staff remuneration PAYE Month 2 Bacs £3880.81  

S2 Computers IT Support Direct debit £294.08  £49.02 

BT Telephone Broadband Direct debit £197.92  

Npower Streetlight electricity Direct debit £245.94  

Norfolk County Council Parish Partnership  BACS £724.26  

Walpole Mowing Grass cutting BACS £1062.22  

Lappin Group Allotments BACS £105.59 £17.60 

Wave Utilities Allotment water BACS £460.84  

 TOTAL  £6971.66 £66.62 
 
Councillor Turner proposed that the payments are made seconded by Councillor Venworth and carried 

b. Accounts to approve for payment for members with a pecuniary interest 

Councillor Venworth left the room 

 

Payee Detail Payment type Total 
Amount 
Payable 

R Atterwill Expenses Bacs £66.24 

J Venworth Expenses Bacs £41.85 

   £108.09 

Councillor Powter proposed that the payment is made seconded by Councillor Gauntlett and carried 
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Councillor Venworth re-entered the room  

Councillor Dickerson left the meeting 

c. Income to be reported 

 

Income Received  Details Amount 

Allotment Holder Tenancy £71.81 

H Brett & Son Memorial fee £39.00 

Swanton Morley Village Hall Grass cutting £297.50 

 TOTAL £408.31 

 

7. Land and Planning 
a. To consider responses to Breckland District Council for any planning applications: 

PL/2026/0688/FMIN - Proposed new residential single-storey dwelling with detached double garage - Self-
Build - Land Adj. Crispins Gooseberry Hill 

Councillor Venworth proposed that the Parish Council respond with no objections seconded by Councillor 
Phillips and carried 

b. To Receive Report on Planning Decisions by Breckland District Council 

None received  

c. To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan review and agree any actions necessary 

The clerk reported that the examiner has been appointed and is working on the document. 

No further update at this time 

d. To receive a report on the transfer of land from Breckland Council 

The clerk reported that the Client engagement form has now been signed and returned to the solicitor.  

Breckland Council have appointed Birkett’s to liaise with our solicitor to complete this work 

 
e. To receive an update on the transfer of open spaces for Swanton Vale  

The clerk reported that the Client engagement form has now been signed and returned to the solicitor to 

finalise the S106 agreement. 

The Clerk has contacted Breckland Council who are currently holding the S106 money to see what the 

expected sum will be due to any index link. 

f. To receive an update on the Deed of Easement 

The Clerk reported that correspondence had been received with a number of queries from the other party 

solicitor. 

These queries have been responded to and all of the information was circulated ahead of the meeting to 

Councillors. 

8. To Consider Matters for Attention for the Following Parish Assets: 

a. Churchyard at All Saints’ Church 

Councillor Phillips reported that the churchyard is looking very pleasing. There were moles 
reported on the site. 

i) To receive a quotation for replacement fencing in the Churchyard 

Following the site visit between Councillor Atterwill and the contractor to look at the fencing that needs 
replacing. 

The cost to replace 23 fence posts, a fence brace and 30m of rabbit fencing is £850.00  
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Councillor Venworth proposed that the fencing contractor is appointed seconded by Councillor Powter and 
carried 

b. Swanton Morley Burial Ground 

Councillor Phillips reported that the burial ground is tidy. He has carried out some remedial work on the 
site. 

The Clerk is dealing with the graves that have been reported 

c. Swanton Morley Allotments 

Councillor Turner reported that there is still an allotment plot that has a shed installed which is above the 
agreed regulations, the Clerk is in contact with the tenant. 

A walk around inspection to log and contact any further allotments holders will be taking place shortly. 

Councillor Turner also reported he has provided rat poison on the site. 

i) To receive a quotation for a replacement post on the vehicle entrance gate to the allotments 

The Clerk reported that the quotation has not yet been received but this will be circulated when it does. 

d. Swanton Morley Open Spaces (Gooseberry Hill, Village Green and Davidson Park) 

Councillor Venworth had sent his reports ahead of the meeting for consideration 

It was agreed to obtain further quotes for the surfacing work in Gooseberry Hill and to wait for the RoSPA 
inspection to see if this is raised. 

Councillor Venworth thanked Mr Marsham for his assistance with the removal of vegetation on Gooseberry 
Hill and the Village Hall. 

Councillor Venworth then asked Mr Marsham for his assistance with the black post at the back of the old 
Village Hall site. Mr Marsham agreed 

e. Common Lands 

The contractor has carried out an earlier strim on Burgh common boardwalks due to overgrown vegetation 

f. Streetlights 

Councillor Venworth had circulated his report ahead of the meeting. 

i) To receive an update on the new streetlight to be installed on Greengate 

Councillor Venworth attended a site visit with the Clerk to look at the location for the new streetlight on 
Greengate. 

The information has been sent to highways for their approval. 

g. Village paths (Rights of Way) 

Nothing to report – all in good order 

h. Noticeboards  

Councillor Gauntlett reported that all noticeboards are up to date. 

9. Highways 

a. To receive reports of Highways faults / matters for attention 

A pothole on Rectory road has formed 

b. To receive an update on the Community Speedwatch 

Councillor Turner reported that there is an Operational life Saver scheme happening with all Speedwatch 
teams in July – he will work with the clerk to organise some sessions in order to take part  

c. To discuss a Swanton Morley Community Neighbourhood watch 

Councillor Gauntlett reported that he has not received any further issues at this time however he has had 
a meeting with the Street Wardens and discussed issues that are being experienced in the village. 
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d. To receive a report concerning the Waterfalls 

The Clerk reported that complaints have been received concerning the waterfalls in particular the safety 
aspect. 

The Clerk has contacted the landowner and has received a response that he is currently looking at 
solutions. 

The Clerk has also spoken with the Street Wardens who are aware of the issues at the site and will be 
patrolling the area. 

The Clerk has contacted the resident to obtain more information on the issues experienced so far. 

The meeting was suspended to hear from the member of the public who reported the following issues with 
the site: 

Approximately 60 vehicles parked in the surrounding area causing obstruction 

Rubbish strewn around the verges and the letter box 

Police and ambulance visits 

Use of substances 

Minors in the road causing an obstruction for vehicles. 

It was suggested to contact County Councillor Tom Dickerson concerning the ‘pull in’ with a view to looking 
at the highway constraints and any enforcement measures 

The meeting went back into session. 

10. Correspondence (For Exchange of Information Only)  
 
Councillor Phillips suggested that instead of using solar panels on Robertson Barracks they could use solar 
tiles. 
 

Meeting to Be Suspended for Further Time Allocated to the Public 

11. Any item to be reported for the next agenda 
Update on Land Transfer 
Update on Deed of Easement 
Update on Neighbourhood Plan 
Speedwatch 

12. To Confirm the Date & Time of the Annual meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Monday 
13th July 2026 at 7.30pm 

All agreed 

 
Approved by _________________________________ 
 
 
Signed _______________________________________ 
 
 
Date _____________________ 


